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John 1:1-18

In the beginning asthe Word, and the Vird waswith God,and the Vrd wasGod. 2] He wasin the
beginning with God. [3] All things came into being through him, andwithout him rot one thing came into
being. What hasomeinto being #] in him vaslife, and the lié wasthe light ofall people. p] The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

[6] There wasa man sent from God, whose namewas John. [7] He came asa witness to testify to thelight,
so that all mightbelievethrough him. 8] He himelf wasnot the lightbut he caméo tesify to the light. [9]
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

[10] He vasin the vorld, and the wrld came into being tlmugh him; yet the erld did not knowhim. [11]
He @ame to wat was his ow, and his ow people did not a@pt him. [L2] But to all who recaved him, o
bdieved in his nang hegave poner to become children of Gaod, [13] whowere barn, nd of blood or of thewill
of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

[14] And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's
only on, full of grace and tuth. [15] (John tesfied to him and ded out,"This washe ofwhom | said,He
who comes after meranks ahead of mebecause hewasbeore me' ") [16] From hisfullness we have all
receved, gra@ upon gace. [L7] The lawindeed vas given though Mosesgraceand truth ame though
JesisChrist. [18] No onehaseve seen Bd. It is God the only Son, o is doseto the Fathers heat, who
has made him known.

Astronomers tell us that the universe could be as old as 20 billion years. Geologists tell us that the
planet earth may be as old as 7 billion years.

The Bible reminds us that before the earth's plates shifted and continents came into being, before
dinosaurs roared their terrible roars, before the first glint of light tore open the bulwark of darkness, there was
God. And not only was there God, but this same God had a plan that when we humans came to walk the earth,
even when we ourselves drew our first breath, we would not be alone.

This is the Gospel of John’s Christmas story. No, it does not have the usual trappings we associate with
Christmas. There are no cattle lowing or stars shining or angelic proclamations. There is no manger, or
shepherds, or wise men associated with the birth of Jesus. In fact the birth of Jesus is not even mentioned. So
why should we even give John more than a passing glance on Christmas day, the day that we commemorate the
birth of Jesus?

John’s gospel gives us a couple of proclamations we should all hear on Christmas Day. The first one is

God Understands

As John Claypool phrased it, “God became who we are.”' God became visible, reachable, understandable. The
gospel of John states it poetically in the form of an ancient hymn: “And the Word became flesh and lived
among us, and we have seen his glory...” (v. 14).

! Taken from the radio broadcast “30 Good Minutes” first aired December 25, 1994.



John begins his story of Jesus coming into the world by echoing the first words we read in the Bible, “In
the beginning.” (Genesis 1:1; John 1:1). Those same words found in Genesis we now read again with John. In
the beginning God dreamed up a universe, a world, and you and me. In the beginning was the Word.

Have you ever watched Patti or any of our teachers work with our children? I never tire of seeing a good
teacher or parent communicate with their children. When they are talking with a child they stoop down to the
level of the child. They make their bodies smaller, if you will, and approach them on their level. They become
like one of them.

John is telling us, this is what God has done. Theologians give it the cumbersome word “incarnation,”
but it is enough to remember the words of the late Claypool “God became who we are” or as with the Gospel of
John: “And the word became flesh...”

The Word made flesh, the birth of Christ, means that God understands. All my life I have struggled
against the image of God who is high and lifted up, far removed from my worldliness. God is Holy; God is
Other; God is the great I AM. Now, of course, all this is true, but if this is the only relationship we have with
God then it is a limited relationship because it implies God is distant and detached and can in no way
understand what is going on in our paltry lives.

Do you remember a time in your life when grief became a part of your reality, a time when you felt
soaked to the bones with the pain of knowing someone you loved is no longer there? Most of us have been there
and if you have not, you will. It is part of being human. What brings you comfort? Chances are, not the words
spoken eloquently by someone else. Even if they are truthful words bearing facts, they will not connect.

Chances are what brings you the most comfort is simply knowing that someone else understands because they
have been there in their own way too. There is comfort, is there not, when someone has walked in our shoes. It
is not so much that they “know how we feel” but we know they have been there. I surely do not wish to
embarrass Rodger Murchison, our Associate Pastor, but I recall a month or so after we moved to Augusta I was
making a pastoral call with him. Someone had died, and we were there to “do our job” and provide comfort to
the family. I watched Rodger hug on these church members that he has known for years and years, and I
watched tears form in his own eyes. There is a man who has been there; he understands, and no word needed to
be spoken.

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” God is not just above and beyond us, but right here
among us.

The frst Christmasproclamation ofJohn isthat God undestands. The s®nd Giristmasproclamation ofJohn
is

Hope

Hope is confidence in God. Not wishful thinking, not a desire that something could be different, but in
confidence in God whose goodness and mercy are to be relied on.

God with us according to John's gospel is a resounding word of hope. Hope from the beginning of time,
hope in our past, a hope that travels alongside of us even when we have strayed far away from God's intentions,
and a hope that will consummate all things back to God. Hope.

Hope isa matterof where you plae hope and here you poject hopeThe proper placement of hope is
God. That is what John is saying. If you place hope in yourself or in church or in this world, failure and
disappointment will be the inevitable result. It is sad that so many fail to grow spiritually because of misplaced
hope.



The proper placement of hope is God. And the proper projection of hopeis.... Hope for
Ourselves
Not hope in us, but hope for us.

We saw them last night on Christmas Eve: throngs of people - perhaps more than any other time of the
year — filtered in and took their place in the pews. Why do they do it? Many come out of tradition - it is the
thing to do because we have always done it that way. Some come because they enjoy the sermon preached.
Some come to be together. Yes, one Christmas Eve after another they come and take their places. Some will sit
alone for the first time. Some broken and divorced families will be sitting together as a fierce testimony to not
stop being a family completely. Some sat knowing, I am sure, that this just might have been their last
Christmas.

If Christmas is nothing else, it is hope. Hope that God has enough redemption even for a sinner like me
and a sinner like you. John reminds us that even when the world was at its darkest God was working to bring
light. It is like when Isaiah prophesied:

Isaiah 9:2
The pogde who walked n darkness
fave seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness--
a them light has shined.

Yes, that’s it. That is what I want for Christmas, and not just this year, but every day. That is what I
want to pull me out of the bed when my feet ache and my mood is low; hope is what we all want when life
threatens to yank us down and tell us there is no future.

Hope does not mean everything is going to get better. Hope is believing that God will see you through.

Hope for the Church
Ramans 5:5
and hope doesot disappoint ysbecaus God'sove haseen poued into ourheats through the
Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

Hope based on what God has done and is doing is the one thing that holds this church together, year
after year, Advent after Advent. It is not the silly preachers who come and go. It is not even the lovely friends
that we have come to know. For their time, too, is but a whisper, fleeting and short. It is the hope that God has
something for us and this church that goes beyond what we see, even what we experience.

I believe church as the community of faith is essential because here we are God's testaments and
ambassadors for hope. We are not perfect. We are broken, but out of this brokenness we have the real hope that
God can put us back together again.

Hope for the World
Matthew12:21
“And in his name the Gentiles will hope."

But not just hope for me and you, and not just for this church, but hope for our world. And our world
needs it— from the White House to the halls of Congress, in the swollen bellies of children in African countries
to the tar paper shacks in the Appalachian Mountains. Hope.

That's why every year we spend some time focusing on global missions: that we might carry the
Christmas message of hope throughout the world. That is the message that Lottie Moon shared with the hungry
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Chinese over one hundred years ago - hope. That is the word that God spoke before time - hope. That is the
word that God gave to Israel through the wilderness - hope. That's the word God gave to the shepherds, to
Bethlehem, to Mary, to Joseph and to all the world - hope. It is a word we are to know and share ourselves.
Hope.

How? Thelight shines in the darkness, andthedarkness did nat overcone it.

Hope, I want us to have it. Hope, I want us to know it. Hope, I want us to share it. There is a world that
is dying to hear us speaking into being.

God's Hope for Us
Yet if you hear nothing else in this message; if you hear nothing else this season of Christmas, I beg of
you listen closely to this: We cannot simply understand John's gospel as hope for ourselves, this church and this
world. We must also know that it is primarily concerned with God's hope for us. That is what the incarnation is
all about. That is why we look to Advent to begin our church year, that we hear loud and clear God's great and
cosmic hope for each of us.

God whispers hope into our ears. I hope we hear.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God......The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

In the book The Whisper Test Mary Ann Bird tells the story of when she was a little girl. She writes: I
grew up knowing I was different, and I hated it. I was born with a cleft palate, and when I started school, my
classmates made it clear to me how I looked to others: a little girl with a misshapen lip, crooked nose, lopsided
teeth, and garbled speech.

When schoolmates asked, "What happened to your lip?" I would tell them I'd fallen and cut it on a piece
of glass. Somehow it seemed more acceptable to have suffered an accident than to have been born different. I
was convinced that no one outside my family could love me.

There was, however, a teacher in the second grade whom we all adored -- Mrs. Leonard. She was short
round and happy -- a sparkling lady.

Annually we had a hearing test. Mrs. Leonard gave the test to everyone in the class, and finally it was
my turn. I knew from past years that as we stood against the door and covered one ear, the teacher, sitting at her
desk would whisper something, and we would have to repeat it back — things like "The sky is blue" or "Do you
have new shoes?" I waited for those words that God must have put into her mouth, those seven words that
changed my life. Mrs. Leonard said, in her whisper, "I wish you were my little girl."

God says to every person deformed by sin, beaten down by the world, and broken by life's sometimes
ruthless events, "I wish you were my child."

God whispers hope into our ears. I hope we hear. “I n the beginning asthe Word, and the Wird was
with God, and the Word was God...... The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.”
(John 1:1, 5).

TheSaipture quatationscontained herein are from he New Revised Standard Version Bble, copyright, 1989, by the Division o Christian
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