Augusta First Baptist Church
Matthew 4:1-11
Survival Guide: Tip #5
January 29, 2006
Surviving in the Wilderness

NRS Matthew 4:1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.

2 He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished.

3 The tempter came and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become |oaves of
bread.” 4 But he answered, "It iswritten, 'One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from
the mouth of God."

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple,

6 saying to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it iswritten, '"He will command his angels
concerning you," and 'On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a
stone."™ 7 Jesus said to him, "Again it iswritten, 'Do not put the Lord your God to the zesz."

8 Again, the devil took himto a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their
splendor; 9 and he said to him, "All these | will give you, if you will fall down and worship me." 10 Jesus said
to him, "Away with you, Satan! for it iswritten, "Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him."

11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.(NRSV)

Youand |, by amply being here this morning, are survivors. We are survivors in this life. And we know
that surviving life is not dways easy. But God wants us to do more than just survive in life. God wants us to
thrive. For the month of January we have looked a certain passages of scripture as atype of survival guide for
2006. Today we come to the familiar story of Jess’ tenptation in the deset, or wildemess @pending on one’s
trandation.

Let’s properly set up the sory. The gospel of Matthew, like dl of the gospels in the New Testament, is
the sory of the gaod news d JesusThis ook of the Bble kegns with a hstorical rectation of Jesus’
genealogy, reminding the reader of Jesus’ entrenched place in the history of Isragl. Jesus was the true son of
David. Then we move to the telling of all the miraculous events surrounding his birth, complete with angelic
visions and a skeptical but obedient Joseph. We read of visiting magi or “wise men” from the east, the
murderous and maniacal jealousy of Herod who ruled over Israel and how Joseph, Mary and Jesus escaped to
Egypt ard reurned ®metime later to settle n Nazareh, jug a ew mlesfrom the Sea bGallee. Mdthew then
presesthe fag forward hutton ard we hear d wild ard wooly John the Baptizer anl susre-erners he <ere.
He s no longer a labe in Bethlehrembut a grovn man— mary scholars preame hs age b be alout 30.

For thirty years relative slence surrounds Jesus but now his life is about to be public. Through the
centuries prophets have predicted, angels have revealed, Joseph has sruggled, Mary has treasured, and John the
Baptizer has wondered. Just prior to Jesus entering the desert we hear Matthew narrate the sory of his baptism:
And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up fromthe water, suddenly the heavens were opened to
him ard he saw the Spirit of God deserding like a doe am aighting on him. And a \ice fom heaensaid,
"Thisis my Son the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased” (3:16-17).

Like Krispy Krenme gocks— kaishasgone pubic!

But then, then, then comesthe degert. Jesus suddery moved fom pulic recanition ard cekdial
affirmation to barrenwilderress ard bodily privations. He inds himself ata cressroads Matthew and Luke
write tha the spirit “led” him; Mark says the spirit “drove” him. By force or persuasion, thetext gives us both.
Either way, why? | mean it seems S0 out of place. Surely his ministry should begin with abeter “bang.” Why
not some thunder and lightning? Everyone likes a good pyrotechnic show. How about raising someone from the
dead — that will get their attention — or give some sght to a blind man or walk on water?



We know these things will come, but not yet. First there is the wilderness, the desert.

In the wilderness one can find perspective and clarity for God’s purpose in life — that is what | heard
some of you say last Sunday night when we talked about things we can learn from the wilderness. In the
wilderness there were no systems of political supremacy, nothing to be reduced to a commadity, no relationship
to be distorted. Jesus went to a place geographically and experientially stripped bare of sustenance. Asif that is
not erough to intersify the stuaion Jesusfaded. We are Howed aglimpse d a very human Jesuswhen
Matthew wiites “...ard aterwards e wasfamished.” (v.2b)

Hawe you ewer leento a phceor a spae whenyou were redy hungry? | don't meansamply for food,
but that will do too. Mary of ushawe rewer tried faging for one dayfor the purp@e o prayer, muchles 40

days.

| had two great-uncles that served during WW I1. There was Uncle Bob Del.oach who was killed in
Germany in 1945, months before the condusion of the war. And there was my Unde Rufus Clopton who spent
40 months as a prisoner of war (POW) in the Phlippines and then Japan. Both men knew raw, aching hunger.
The uncle that survived as a POW wrote about the hunger and parched thirst he experienced throughout his
captvity. Whenhe was on board a apares freighter abng with 1500 dher Americansoldiers e was rationed
one canteen of water aday, except, he wrote, “I got alittle extra water from time to time when one of my
friends would die.” He wrote of stealing food, “in spite of my Christian upbringing.” Of the 200 men in his
paricular canp, 17 sarved b deah ard one canmitted slicide. He weghed 90 pondswhenreleagd hut
ganed 4 pounds kack within six weels.

Most of us don't know that kind of hunger. But | sense a creeping mdnutrition of the soul that is
becaming epdemic in our scciety. In aneffort to save aur hunger we lave filled aur liveswith things Houses
are row on average hree tmes te ske d a rome luilt justafter WWII. My house ¢ 2700 squae feetis a
veritable mangon compared to my grandparents little house in front of the dairy. Someone figured out that the
average American spends sx hours a week shopping but only forty minutes that same week with their child. In
spite d having the ked gardard d living in al humanhistory the caesof clinical depresion in the Urited
States today are ten times what it was during the Great Depression. When Mother Teresa—who worked with
the poorest of the poor in India — came to the Unites States a few years before her death, she remarked, “this is
the poorest place I’ ve ever been in my life.”

Folks, I amnot here b condemm; | ammerely idertifying the dovious hunger aneng us There s a real
hunger for purpose, hunger for meaning, hunger for relevance because life is 0 often frustrating and empty.
Everyday we find ourselves at the crossroads where we must decide what kind of person we are going to
be and who or what we are going to serve.

Wilderness and the derivative of hunger come when the world as we know it — our culture, our faith
systems our sructures of power, our reliance on economics for security - no longer fill us up, no longer satisfy
us. As we consider the desert of Jesus we know too thet sometimes we are called or driven to the desert too.

The deert is where we gao identify our hunger n a wald guffed anl satiated.

The desert is where we go when the easy answers will no longer do.

The deert is where we gowvhenthe pramisesfrom the esallished ystens of commerce @ padlitics

prove bankrupt and junk.

The deert is where we gavhenwe finally aceptthat God’s claim on you ard nme s bigger adl greaer

ard nore incompretersible thanarnything ese wewill ever expererce.. ever.

| was enpted — 0 puninterded — b make his a smple three pant mesage lased m the three
tenptations of Satin As| look at ead teding, howeer, | seethey have a ommon thread.Let me jug make a
few dbsewations for eachof the tenptations.



1) The tenptation to charge $onesto loavesis to use pover ar mears to satisfy not only persaal
hunger, but the hunger d the masses power that caneady be trarsferred for personal ard pditical
advartage. hink of the crovdsthat would follow him — the dewl seened b sugges - if he clarged
stones to loaves! That is why power is S0 intoxicating for those that have it and those that want it.

2) The cand tenptation to jump from the pnnacke d the Tenple isto puton a “show” or sersational
demondration to prove tha heis the Son of God. We call that coming up with agimmick. Many
years ago ayouth group challenged me to shave my beard if they reached a certain financial god for
world hunger. A good cause | thought, and besides | was certain they would never get close to the
goal. | was wrong and o on a Saturday night my then wooly, full beard was shaved clean and
smooth and the following Sunday | entered worship looking like a shorn sheep. We preachers love
our shows!

3) Thethird temptation is quite obvious — to rule the kingdoms of the world. Haven't we dl said a one
time a other the wald would be a letter phaceif they would jug let me runthings for awhle?

Notice something about dl of these temptations: they were not temptations to do “evil.” They were all,
ontheir own, good things. feeding, trusting, leading. It wasn't like Satan was atempting to lure Jesus with
avarice or lust. There is one common eement threading its way through al the world's temptations - that of
looking for aneasyway out, a slort cut, the gquckestbut not necessaly the kestway through life's decsions.

| contend that al these temptations can be condensed down to this: they were all tests of who Jesus was
going to trust. There nthe deert, in the widerres Jesiswasteged, wasenpted n decding how he was
going to live aut Gad’s claim, God’s purpase for him. There n the widerres Jesuswasteded an which
kingdom he would reside in — the kingdom of Satan (that is, power with dl its seduction) or the kingdom of
God, where trustard faith are essetnal tools.

Day by dayyou ard | are teded, sonetimesin the degsrt where we ge hungry ard sometimesoutside
the widerress whenwe ae full. But eat dayis a 4 where we & caled b make achoice —in whom and in
what are we going to trust. We are tested a the office and the graveside. We are tested in the emergency room
and on the soccer field. We are tested in the classroom and the clubroom.

We are &ways being teded aml always at a sruggle with the prindpalities of darkness. We long for the
things the devil has to offer —to befull and rich; to be sensationd and to be powerful; to bein control. We want
these things and the artifacts that we leave behind do not betray this assumption. But life is more than filling
our insatiable gppetites; life is more than circuses and power. In the end they will al leave us hungry, empty
ard back n the widemess.

This past week | participated in a gathering called “Metro Ministers’ made up of pastors of churches in
metropoalitan regons throughout the Urited Sates This year we mat at Marcolslard in Horida anl next year
we will convenein Cancun - | knew that when | came to FBC | would be making certain sacrifices and | want
you to know that | amboldly going forward! Ore exening over dnner with our wivessome d usbegan
discussing a mutual acquaintance that was now serving in the Georgia legidature. We shared our surprise a the
political positions he has now staked; hills he is sponsoring, and our disappointment in him. One of the pastors
spoke up ad said, “Wait a mnute. | know him. He s a fierd of mine.” “That may be,” seseralof uspressed
on, “but his public sances beray the person we knew him to be” At this point our colleague — a good and
decent man hmsef — sad, “He has b saythesethings and &ke thesepositions in order to get eleded That's
politics.”

Whenwe ind oursel/esat the crassroadswhich pah will we take?
To follow Jesus is to choose a different kind of path, one that is narrow, one that not many make it

through. Matthew 7:21 "Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord," will erter the kihgdom of heawen but
only the one who does the will of my Faher in heaven.”



At the erd of the day what will be aur clhoice?Will we wdk with God ewenif the cancer s not heakd?
Will we walk with God even if tha job does nat come through? Wil we walk with God even if tha person who
hascapured aur heartfais to return our love?You e air teging is not muchdifferert thanwhat was
happening with Jesus. We are tempted, tested to wonder, “God, if you do this for me, then | will do ths for
you.” In life, as with the wilderness, we decide not only who this Jesus is, but who He isto me.

This meanswha kind of church we will be- seduced by power and position or trusting that God, who
gathered us in 1817, will lead us in this new century.

And this also mears what kind of follower we wil be? And whenwe fail the teg, may we renenber
grace in the wilderness (Jeremiah 31:2).

The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright, 1989, by the Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

